
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June 2008 

 

LYNDE CREEK WATERSHED 
EXISTING CONDITIONS REPORT 

CHAPTER 3 – GREEN SPACE 
 

Heber Down Conservation Area 
©CLOCA 

Lynde Creek Watershed                   ©CLOCA



            Page 2 of 26 

 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION.................................................................................... 3 
2.0 STUDY AREA AND SCOPE...................................................................... 5 
3.0 METHODOLOGY .................................................................................... 7 
4.0 FINDINGS ............................................................................................. 8 

4.1 Lynde Creek Watershed ............................................................................8 
4.2 Subwatershed Findings ...........................................................................13 

4.2.1 Lynde Main Subwatershed ...............................................................13 
4.2.2 Heber Down Subwatershed..............................................................16 
4.2.3 Kinsale Subwatershed......................................................................19 
4.2.4 Ashburn Subwatershed ....................................................................21 
4.2.5 Myrtle Station Subwatershed............................................................23 

5.0 CONCLUSION...................................................................................... 25 
6.0 REFERENCES....................................................................................... 26 
 
 
 

LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table 1: Land Cover Categories. ..............................................................................7 
Table 2: Conservation Lands within Lynde Creek Watershed. ...................................10 
 
 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 
 
Figure 1: Lynde Creek watershed. ............................................................................6 
Figure 2: Green space in the Lynde Creek watershed. .............................................12 
Figure 3: Green space in the Lynde Main subwatershed...........................................15 
Figure 4: Green space in the Heber Down subwatershed. ........................................18 
Figure 5: Green space in the Kinsale subwatershed. ................................................20 
Figure 6: Green space in the Ashburn subwatershed. ..............................................22 
Figure 7: Green space in the Myrtle Station subwatershed. ......................................24 
 
 
 
 



            Page 3 of 26 

 
 
 

1.0  INTRODUCTION 
   
The amount and quality of green space available to enjoy has a relationship with 
human health.  In recent years a strong correlation between human health and active 
lifestyles has been realized, noting that people who live a sedentary lifestyle tend to 
have a higher risk of certain medical aliments such as heart disease.  Having 
opportunities to enjoy the outdoors through the use of green space areas is an 
important component of many people’s lives.  This chapter identifies those 
components of a green space system that exist within the Lynde Creek watershed.  
The green space system is comprised of parkland and natural areas.  Parkland 
represents areas that have been created for the purpose of providing recreational 
activities and include active and passive recreational areas.  Examples of parkland 
include municipal parks, playing fields, public trails, recreational facilities such as 
arenas and community centres, and private facilities such as golf courses and/or ski 
hills.  The natural areas category includes forests, wetlands, valleys and stream 
corridors.  These natural areas are an integral component of a watershed, in that the 
functions and features provided by natural areas support the natural processes of a 
watershed.  Natural areas contribute to healthy watersheds by means of providing 
habitat for diverse aquatic and terrestrial species and communities.  These areas 
provide food, shelter, and life stage requirements, including breeding areas and 
migratory corridors.  Natural areas also provide erosion control, flood attenuation, and 
clean water.  The amount and quality of green space within a watershed has a direct 
impact on the health of a watershed.  Connecting these components of the green 
space system can create an integrated green space system providing benefits to both 
the ecological health of the watershed and contributing to the health and well-being of 
watershed residents.   
 
This chapter looks at the existing green space system within the watershed and within 
each of the 5 subwatersheds.  Municipal parks, other recreational areas, trails, 
Conservation Areas, and natural areas which are predominantly held in private 
ownership, are identified.  In light of the special emphasis within the Oak Ridges 
Moraine Conservation Plan and Greenbelt Plan that acknowledges the economic and 
social importance of open space, parklands, trails and recreational areas; the effect of 
these policies are discussed.  
 
It is important to note that this chapter is not endorsing the use of private land by the 
public, nor is it recommending or suggesting that private land holdings be purchased 
or acquired by public agencies.  What this chapter does recognize is the importance of 
a connected green space system to the health of the watershed and watershed 
residents.   The importance of those green spaces held in private ownership with 
respect to the overall ecological heath of the watershed is also acknowledged in this 
chapter.   
 
Applicable Legislative Requirements 
A number of pieces of legislation provide guidance, direction and regulations with 
respect to green space, including natural areas, recreational land uses and parkland.  
The following provides a brief review of these relevant pieces of legislation. 

‘the green space 
system is 
comprised of 
parkland and 
natural areas’ 
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Planning Act and Provincial Policy Statement 
The Planning Act acknowledges the important role green space provides in the 
development of a community and the Act provides the framework whereby 
municipalities can acquire parkland through development approvals.  The Planning Act 
also acknowledges the inherent qualities of natural features and the important role 
these features and their functions provide. 
 
The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) is passed under Section 3 of the Planning Act 
and provides policy direction on matters of provincial interest. The PPS recognizes the 
importance of protecting Ontario’s natural features to ensure long-term environmental 
health and social well-being.  The PPS also identifies the need to ensure diversity and 
connectivity of natural features, including recognizing the important relationships that 
exist between natural features, surface water and groundwater.   
 
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan and Greenbelt Plan 
One of the objectives of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (ORMCP) is to 
provide public recreational access and a continuous recreational trail that is accessible 
to all.  As such, the ORMCP provides policies with respect to low-intensity recreational 
uses and major recreational uses.  Low-intensity uses have no, or minimal impact, on 
the natural environment and can include non-motorized trail uses, nature appreciation, 
and unserviced camping on public land.  Major recreational uses are those uses which 
require large scale alteration or change to the terrain and/or vegetation and include 
golf courses, ski hills, serviced playing fields and serviced campgrounds.  These uses 
would be permitted on lands designated “Countryside Area” and “Settlement Area” 
provided a recreational management plan is prepared identifying that the use: is 
compatible with the natural character of the surrounding area; employs technologies 
that conserve water and keep water use to a minimum; utilize stormwater 
management facilities; and minimize the use of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers.   
 
The ORMCP also provides policies promoting the establishment of a trail system (Oak 
Ridges Moraine Trail).  This trail shall be continuous and located within Natural Core 
Areas or Natural Linkage Areas wherever possible.  The ORM Trail has been 
established north of the Lynde Creek watershed passing through the north portion of 
Crow’s Pass Conservation Area.  The Conservation Plan also promotes connection of 
the ORM Trail to other local and regional trail systems.   
 
The Greenbelt Plan recognizes the economic benefits that ensue with providing trails, 
parkland, open space and other recreational activities and uses.  As such, the 
Greenbelt identifies the need to have a system of parklands, open spaces and trails 
promoting recreation, tourism, cultural and natural heritage appreciation and healthy 
environments.  The Plan also supports increasing the supply of publicly accessible 
parkland, open space and trails.  
 
The Greenbelt Plan outlines a number of items that municipalities shall consider with 
respect to providing recreational facilities, trails, open space and parks including the 
preparation of a strategy which guides the provision of these types of facilities.  The 
following items are to be included in a strategy: 

• providing facilities that support an active, healthy community lifestyle; 
• identification of sensitive landscapes so as to avoid these areas when 

providing facilities;  

‘an objective of the 
Oak Ridges 
Moraine 
Conservation Plan 
(ORMCP) is to 
provide public 
recreational access 
and a continuous 
recreational trail 
that is accessible to 
all’ 
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• providing open space areas for current and future populations and to promote 
stewardship of the open space areas; 

• providing opportunities for cross boundary trail connections and incorporate 
existing trails and parks where practical; and 

• trails that are compatible with agriculture and protect sensitive key natural 
heritage features and functions.  

 
For a more fulsome discussion regarding the goals, objectives and policies of the ORM 
and Greenbelt the reader is referred to Chapter 4, Land Use and Policy.   
 
Municipal Official Plans 
Municipal Official Plans, in applying the relevant components of the Planning Act and 
PPS, recognize the importance of green space in the overall healthy development of a 
community.  For the most part, municipal official plans identify green space as being 
comprised of natural areas and municipal parks. Many official plans outline criteria 
with respect to green space, identifying the size, location, and purpose of green space 
throughout a community.  In addition to parks, most Official Plans also identify natural 
areas such as creek and valley systems, wetlands, mature woodlots, and hazard lands.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.0 STUDY AREA AND SCOPE 
 
The Lynde Creek watershed is situated entirely within the Regional Municipality of 
Durham and covers an area of approximately 130 km2 (Figure 1). The watershed 
drains southerly towards Lake Ontario from its headwaters in the Oak Ridges Moraine. 
The Lynde Creek watershed is divided into 5 subwatersheds being Lynde Main, Heber 
Down, Kinsale, Ashburn, and Myrtle Station.   
 
 
 

‘Municipal Official 
Plans recognize the 
importance of 
green space in the 
overall healthy 
development of a 
community’ 
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Figure 1: Lynde Creek watershed. 
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3.0 METHODOLOGY 
 
The information contained within this chapter was predominantly acquired through 
literature review and information provided by the Town of Whitby Parks Department.  
In order to help convey the information contained within this chapter, mapping has 
been provided that identifies recreational and open space land uses as well as natural 
areas.  This information is derived from CLOCA’s Land Cover Mapping.  This mapping 
exercise is a desk top exercise using the latest orthophotography (2005) available to 
CLOCA.  This information is not meant to reflect and/or represent planning land use 
designations or zoning.  The mapping is based on the land use categories found in 
Table 1 and reflect what existed according to 2005 data and orthophotography.   
 
Table 1: Land Cover Categories. 
Land Use Category  Examples of Land Use 
Open Space Park, water feature, athletic field 
Recreational Golf facility, ski hill 
Natural Areas  Streams, open water, wetlands, forests 

Source: CLOCA 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘the information 
contained within 
this chapter was 
predominantly 
acquired through 
literature review 
and information 
provided by the 
Town of Whitby 
Parks Department’ 

Athletic Field 
Lynde Creek Watershed                                         ©CLOCA 
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4.0 FINDINGS 
 

4.1 Lynde Creek Watershed  
 
Parks and Recreational Areas 
Historically, there have been a variety of outdoor recreational opportunities within the 
Lynde Creek watershed.  Fishing is just one of the great outdoor experiences and it 
continues to be an important activity in the Lynde Creek watershed.  To this day the 
waters of Lynde Creek and Lynde Marsh contain many fish species that continue to 
provide recreational opportunities for anglers.   
 
Over the years, more “formalized” recreational activities have been available for 
residents to enjoy (Figure 2).  The CLOCA Conservation Report (Ontario Department of 
Energy and Resources Management, 1964) notes that land along the Lake Ontario 
Shoreline, where Lynde Shores Conservation Area now exists, was once a tourist 
attraction and summer resort.  Unfortunately, this facility closed during the Great 
Depression.  The “Lakeshore Gun Club”, also located on the shores of Lake Ontario, 
provided a different recreational experience, operated from approximately 1921 to 
1966.   Other recreational opportunities included Lynbrook Park which is located in 
what is now the Heber Down Conservation Area.  This park was  operated by a 
descendent of the Lynde family (Stirling, 1998).   Just north of Lynbrook Park was 
another park called Pine Ridge.  Lastly, on the shores of Chalk Lake existed a park 
offering swimming and picnicking (Ontario Department of Energy and Resources 
Management, 1964).   
 
Presently there are many municipal parks and recreational opportunities available, 
including sports fields, arenas, community centres, golf courses and even two ski hills.  
However there are no federal or provincial parks located within this watershed.  Within 
the Lynde Creek watershed, parkland is dedicated to the municipality through 
municipal approval of development applications.  Valleylands are also dedicated to a 
public body often as a requirement of development approvals and as such, much of 
the valleyland system in the urban area is in public ownership and hence accessible to 
the public.  However, caution is warranted as not all of the urban valley systems are 
publicly owned.  In the past, facilities such as baseball diamonds, soccer fields and 
play equipment had been located within valleylands.  We know today that locating 
these facilities within the valleys can interfere with valley system functions, specifically, 
conveyance of stream flows and disruption of naturally vegetated wildlife corridors.   
For this reason, the location of these types of facilities within the floodplain or flood 
storage areas is not desirable.  However, the location of municipal parks and facilities 
adjacent to valleys or other natural areas buffer movement corridors for wildlife from 
more intensive urban land uses thereby enhancing the quality of these valley land 
habitats for plant and animal species.  As such, connectivity is desirable.  However, it 
should be noted that locating these facilities adjacent to natural areas can also bring 
about adverse human (anthropogenic) impacts such as noise, lighting, informal trail 
creation and use, dumping of waste, and domestic pets, to natural areas.  Although it 
is recommended that the location of future facilities should be considered in areas 

‘there are many 
municipal parks 
and recreational 
opportunities 
available, including 
sports fields, 
arenas, community 
centres, golf 
courses and even 
two ski hills’ 
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adjacent to existing green space, including lands adjacent to valleylands, careful 
regard to the impacts of anthropogenic use on adjacent natural features and sensitive 
natural areas must be considered.     
 
The trail network is an important part of the watershed’s green space system.  Some 
of these are formal trails whereby the trail location is planned, the trail supports many 
types of trail users and the trail is maintained.  For instance, the Waterfront Trail 
crosses through the south end of this watershed, providing an uninterrupted trail from 
Ajax to Oshawa.  Some of the parks and valleys provide access to streams creating 
opportunities for nature appreciation, angling, and hiking. Formal trails also exist 
within the Conservation Areas.  However, there are also informal trails within this 
watershed. These trails are often created by trail users, and sometimes these informal 
trails can negatively impact sensitive areas.   
 
Infrastructure corridors such as hydro, utility, and abandoned rail corridors cross 
through this watershed and are included in the green space system as these corridors 
provide passageways (formal and informal), through otherwise impassable areas.  Not 
all of these corridors are accessible to the public, but where they are accessible, they 
provide opportunities for trail connection.  It is important to note that these corridors 
are also used by wildlife as linkages to other habitats.   
 
Conservation Areas and the Conservation Area Land Management Program  
The Conservation Land Management Program provides CLOCA with the tools required 
to acquire, manage and protect significant lands within its jurisdiction. In addition, this 
program provides the public with access to many of these areas for complementary 
recreation, outdoor appreciation and education. As part of the Authority’s commitment 
to safeguarding the natural heritage values of its watersheds and protecting the public 
from flood hazard, CLOCA owns and manages over 1800 ha of conservation land. 
Within Lynde Creek watershed, there are 3 Conservation Areas being Crow’s Pass, 
Heber Down, and Lynde Shores in this watershed ( 
Table 2). 
 
These Conservation Areas are owned and operated by CLOCA and provide areas for 
public enjoyment including trails, fishing, nature appreciation, education, picnicking 
and even overnight group camping in Heber Down Conservation Area.  Audley Woods 
Valleylands is also located within this watershed, but these lands, although owned by 
the Conservation Authority, do not have any facilities or trails and are not accessible to 
the public.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘the trail network is 
an important part 
of the watershed’s 
green space 
system’ 
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Table 2: Conservation Lands within Lynde Creek Watershed. 
 
Conservation 
Lands 

Natural Heritage Features Public Use Size 
(Ha) 

Crow’s Pass 
Conservation 
Area 

- situated on the significant Oak 
Ridges Moraine 

- hydrologically significant area: 
headwaters to Lynde Creek and 
Nonquon Creek watersheds 

- several kettle wetlands 
- forest interior habitat 
- core wildlife habitat and corridor 

features  
- presence of habitat sensitive wildlife 

species 

- public access and  
infrastructure 
currently under 
development  

- access to Oak Ridges 
Trail 

65 

Heber Down 
Conservation 
Area 

- situated on hydrologically significant 
Iroquois Beach physiographic unit 

- contains provincially significant 
Heber Down Wetland Complex 

- protective buffer around Lynde 
Creek Main branch 

- contains a portion of the Heber 
Down-Iroquois Beach ANSI 
(candidate) 

- forest interior habitat 
- core wildlife habitat and corridor 

features 
-  sensitive wildlife species 
- within sensitive valleyland and 

contains extensive floodplain areas 

- extensive public 
access close to urban 
population 

- parking facilities 
- 5 km of trail 
- walking, hiking, dog 

walking wildlife 
viewing 

- fishing access 
- educational 

programming 
- group camping 

facilities 
- day use shelters 
- Raptor Watch location 

294 

Lynde Shores 
Conservation 
Area 

- protection of sensitive Lake Ontario 
coastline 

- contains two provincially significant 
coastal wetlands: Lynde Marsh and 
Cranberry Marsh 

- contains the outlet of the Lynde 
Creek watershed 

- provides important feeding and 
nesting habitat for migratory birds 

- core wildlife habitat and corridor 
features 

- presence of habitat sensitive wildlife 
species 

- within sensitive valleyland and 
contains extensive floodplain areas 

- extensive public 
access close to urban 
population 

- parking facilities 
- 5 km of trail 
- walking, hiking, 

wildlife viewing 
- fishing access 
- educational 

programming 
- wetland boardwalk 
- viewing mounds 
- access to Waterfront 

Trail 
- restricted canoeing 

opportunities 
- Raptor Watch location 

313 

Audley Woods 
Valleylands 

- within sensitive valleyland and 
contains extensive floodplain areas 

- forested habitat  
- part of east-west Iroquois beach 

wildlife corridor 

- no public access 
provided at this time 

 
 

13 
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A rapidly growing population within the Regional Municipality of Durham has meant 
that pressure on these conservation lands has increased dramatically as a result of 
changes in surrounding land uses and a greater demand for recreation that comes 
with larger populations. For these reasons, long-term management planning within 
these conservation lands is a priority for CLOCA.  The Conservation Area Management 
Plans that have been, or are in the process of being developed for these conservation 
lands aim to meet the following goals: 
 

1)  To identify, protect and enhance the current and potential natural heritage 
features, attributes, functions and linkages;  

2) To provide the public with enjoyable recreational and educational 
opportunities that will not threaten the health of the area; and 

3) To acknowledge the cultural and heritage significance of the area as it relates 
to the future management of the Conservation Area. 

 
Therefore, the primary purpose of the Conservation Areas is the protection, 
enhancement and restoration of sensitive or unique natural features.  Secondary to 
the primary purpose is the provision of recreational opportunities that are compatible 
with natural heritage protection goals.  As such, the public enjoyment of these areas 
must be balanced with the protection of sensitive and unique natural areas.  
Management Plans for conservations areas assess the existing conditions, 
documenting natural resources within the area, determining a vision for the area, 
balancing public use and environmental stewardship, resulting in the creation of a plan 
that will guide the management of the area for future years.  Lynde Shores 
Conservation Area has a management plan that was adopted in 1999 (Web of Life).  
At this time, management plans for Crow’s Pass and Heber Down are in the process of 
being developed.   
 
Natural Areas 
Natural areas are present in various amounts and levels of quality throughout the 
watershed. The quality and quantity of natural areas within a watershed has a direct 
correlation to the overall health of a watershed.    Stream corridors and their 
tributaries are important components of the green space system as they often 
connect, or have the potential to connect, green space.   More information regarding 
natural areas is provided in Chapter 17 – Terrestrial Natural Heritage and for 
information regarding streams and aquatic habitat the reader is referred to Chapter 16 
– Fisheries and Aquatic Habitat. 

‘the primary 
purpose of the 
Conservation Areas 
is the protection, 
enhancement and 
restoration of 
sensitive or unique 
natural features’ 

 
Lynde Creek Watershed ©CLOCA
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Figure 2: Green space in the Lynde Creek watershed. 
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4.2 Subwatershed Findings 

4.2.1 Lynde Main Subwatershed 
 
Parks and Recreational Areas 
Being one of the more urbanized subwatersheds, many municipal parks providing a 
variety of services are located in the Lynde Main subwatershed (Figure 3).  Some of 
the municipal parks are adjacent to valleys, stream corridors, natural areas or are 
connected to other types of green space.  However, some parks are not directly or 
indirectly connected to the green space system.  Although isolated from the existing 
green space system, these parks still provide habitat for urban species and where 
possible, opportunities to connect these areas to the green space system should be 
considered.  
 
Cullen Park is partially located within this subwatershed and was recently purchased 
by the Town of Whitby.  This park is located north of Taunton Road, south of Heber 
Down Conservation Area and is situated in both this subwatershed and the Heber 
Down subwatershed.  The north limit of this property abuts the south boundary of 
Heber Down Conservation Area.  With the Cullen Park now in public ownership, the 
amount of publicly accessible green space within this subwatershed has increased.  
Before the property was purchased by the Town, the lands were the site of Cullen 
Gardens and Miniature Village which was a tourist destination, attracting visitors from 
beyond Durham Region.  The Town of Whitby is currently undertaking a Park Master 
Plan for this site.   
 
Trails provide an additional way to connect green space.  There are a number of trails 
in this subwatershed, mostly within existing parks.  Of note are the Waterfront Trail 
and the Brooklin Lions Wilderness Trail.  The Waterfront Trail is located adjacent to 
the Lynde Shores Conservation Area, providing easy access to this area and the 
Brooklin Lions Wilderness Trail runs along a 1.5 km stretch of the Lynde Creek in the 
Village of Brooklin, between Baldwin and Anderson Streets.     
 
Conservation Areas 
Nine percent of this subwatershed is located within a Conservation Area.  The Lynde 
Shores Conservation Area is situated at the south end of the subwatershed and is 272 
ha in size.  This Conservation Area provides opportunities for hiking, nature 
appreciation, even a boardwalk leading into the marsh.  Canoeing is permitted, but is 
restricted to certain times of the year (July 15 – September 15), so as not to disturb 
the many species that use this area for breeding, nesting and as a migration stop 
over.  In the on-site kiosk, information is provided about the history of the area, 
restoration activities, trail maps and some of the species that can be found at the 
marsh.  This is a popular fishing area, and anglers are provided with opportunity to 
fish for pumpkinseed, largemouth and smallmouth bass, black crappie, yellow perch, 
common carp, brown bullhead and the occasional northern pike.  During the spring 
and fall, anglers take advantage of the spawning runs of salmonid species like rainbow 
trout and Chinook salmon that migrate up the creek.  For more information regarding 
the Lynde Shores Conservation Area, the reader is referred to the “Web of Life” being 
the management plan for this Conservation Area (CLOCA, 1999).   

‘the Lynde Shores 
Conservation Area 
is situated at the 
south end of the 
Lynde Main 
subwatershed and 
is 272 ha in size’ 
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Part of the Heber Down Conservation Area is also located within this subwatershed.  
The Heber Down Conservation Area provides a range of recreational activities from 
hiking and nature appreciation, to fishing at Devils Den pond, and group camping.  
Angling clubs, in consultation with CLOCA, do occasionally stock rainbow trout into the 
Devil’s Den pond to give local children an opportunity to fish and learn about this 
important resource.  A conservation area management plan for the Heber Down 
Conservation Area is currently in the process of being developed.   
 
Oak Ridges Moraine and Greenbelt 
Only a very small portion of this subwatershed is situated within the ORM and this 
area would be subject to the moraine policies regarding passive and major recreational 
land uses.  Much more of this subwatershed (16%) is located within the Greenbelt and 
for this area the policies of the Greenbelt Plan will apply.   
 
Natural Areas 
Even though this subwatershed is predominantly urbanized, there are many natural 
areas.  A good portion of these natural areas exist along the Lake Ontario Shoreline 
(Lynde Shores Conservation Area), in the vicinity of the Lake Iroquois Shoreline (Heber 
Down Conservation Area) and along the stream valleys and corridors.  Much of the 
stream corridors and valleys in this subwatershed are in public ownership and are 
much wider than in other non-urbanized portions of the watershed.   
 
The combination of wider valleys and public ownership provide opportunities for 
natural areas to co-exist with recreational areas.  Some parks are situated adjacent to 
valleys where they help to buffer natural areas from more intensive urban land uses.  
These same parks provide opportunities to increase the amount of connected green 
space, and to provide connectivity in the form of trails and green space through the 
valley systems.  These areas provide movement corridors for wildlife, increasing the 
diversity of plant and animal species, helping to sustain some wildlife populations and 
encourage genetic diversity in plant populations.  Opportunities may exist to create a 
defined green space system connecting adjacent subwatersheds and the Pringle Creek 
watershed. For example, connecting the Heber Down Conservation Area and the 
Brooklin Lions Trail should be considered, as should making a connection westerly, 
through the Heber Down subwatershed to the Kinsale subwatershed, utilizing a 
mature woodlot recognized in the Whitby Official Plan.   
 
 

Park 
Lynde Main Subwatershed         ©CLOCA

‘the combination of 
wider valleys and 
public ownership 
provide 
opportunities for 
natural areas to co-
exist with 
recreational areas’ 
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Figure 3: Green space in the Lynde Main subwatershed. 
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4.2.2 Heber Down Subwatershed 
 
Parks and Recreational Areas 
The Heber Down subwatershed (Figure 4), particularly in the southern portion is 
urbanized, and as such, there are a few municipal parks situated within the 
subwatershed.  Cullen Park is partially located within this subwatershed and was 
recently purchased by the Town of Whitby. This park is located north of Taunton 
Road, south of Heber Down Conservation Area and is situated in both this 
subwatershed and the Lynde Main subwatershed. Before the Town purchased the 
property, the lands were the site of the Cullen Gardens and Miniature Village.  This 
was a tourist destination, attracting visitors from beyond Durham Region.  The Town 
of Whitby has hired consultants to undertake a Park Master Plan for this site.  The 
north limit of this property abuts the south boundary of Heber Down Conservation 
Area.  With the Cullen Park now in public ownership, the amount of publicly accessible 
green space within this subwatershed has increased.  In addition, there are 6 golf 
courses within this subwatershed contributing to the amount of green space within the 
subwatershed.  Trails provide an additional way to connect green space.  There are a 
number of trails in this subwatershed, mostly within existing parks and in the Heber 
Down Conservation Area. 
 
Conservation Areas 
The majority of the Heber Down Conservation Area is situated within this 
subwatershed, and represents 4% of the land area of this subwatershed.  This 
Conservation Area is 284 ha in size and supports a variety of natural features, 
functions and wildlife habitat.  Also provided is a range of recreational activities from 
hiking and nature appreciation, to fishing at Devils Den pond, and group camping.  
Angling clubs, in consultation with CLOCA, do occasionally stock rainbow trout into the 
Devil’s Den pond to give local kids an opportunity to fish and learn about this 
important resource. A conservation area management plan is currently being 
developed for the Heber Down Conservation Area.   
 
Oak Ridges Moraine and Greenbelt 
Over 18% of this subwatershed is situated within the ORM.  This area would be 
subject to the policies regarding passive and active as well as major recreational land 
uses.  Even more of this subwatershed is within the Greenbelt (58%), and in keeping 
with the Greenbelt Plan, consideration should be given to increasing the supply of 
publicly accessible parkland, open space and trails where practical in order to create a 
connected green space system. 
 
Natural Areas 
The north portion of this subwatershed is where natural areas are generally 
concentrated.  The stream corridors, particularly south of Heber Down Conservation 
Area, offer wide linear natural areas.  Even the hedgerows in this subwatershed 
contribute to green space connectivity. 
 
Heber Down Conservation Area provides an excellent base on which to encourage and 
expand the green space system within this subwatershed. The addition of the Cullen 
Central Park to public ownership can have a positive impact on the quantity of green 

‘the majority of the 
Heber Down 
Conservation Area 
is situated within 
the Heber Down 
subwatershed, and 
represents 4% of 
the land area of 
this subwatershed’ 
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space within this subwatershed.  Due to the proximity of this subwatershed within and 
adjacent to the urban limit of Whitby, opportunities to expand upon, and improve the 
green space system exist.  The Oak Ridges Moraine and Greenbelt policies which 
encourage the creation and maintenance of a connected green space system support 
the fulfillment of these opportunities. 
 
The potential to create a defined green space system connecting Heber Down 
Conservation Area and the trails within this Conservation Area to the Brooklin Lions 
Trail in the Lynde Main subwatershed should be explored.  Trail connections between 
Audley Woods Valleylands in the Kinsale subwatershed and Heber Down Conservation 
Area could also be established along the old rail line corridor that runs between these 
two properties.  Although the old rail line properties are now in private ownership, 
there may be opportunities to formalize this connection through land securement and 
lease agreements.  In addition, opportunities to connect the ORM to the Lake Ontario 
Shoreline should also be considered. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heber Down Conservation Area 
©CLOCA 

Heber Down Conservation Area                 ©CLOCA 

‘’the potential to 
create a defined 
green space 
system connecting 
Heber Down 
Conservation Area 
and the trails 
within this 
Conservation Area 
to the Brooklin 
Lions Trail in the 
Lynde Main 
subwatershed 
should be explored’
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Figure 4: Green space in the Heber Down subwatershed. 
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4.2.3 Kinsale Subwatershed 
 
Parks and Recreational Areas 
A small portion of this subwatershed is situated within the urban limit of Whitby and 
Ajax, however, much of this area has not yet been developed.  As such, few parks 
exist within this subwatershed (Figure 5) but, there is a large park complex at the 
west end of this subwatershed in Ajax providing baseball diamonds and playing fields.  
There are also parts of 2 golf courses and one driving range in this subwatershed.  
With the exception of the Lynde Shores Conservation Area, there are no formal trails 
within this subwatershed.   
 
Conservation Areas  
The Lynde Shores Conservation Area is situated at the south end of the subwatershed.  
This Conservation Area provides opportunities for hiking, nature appreciation, even a 
boardwalk that leads into the marsh is provided. Canoeing is permitted, but is 
restricted to certain times of the year (July 15 – September 15), so as not to disturb 
the many species that use this area for breeding, nesting and as a migration stop 
over.  In the on-site kiosk, information is provided about some of the species that can 
be found at the marsh.  A brief history of the area, restoration activities and trail 
information is also provided in the kiosk.    
 
Audley Woods Valleylands is also located within this subwatershed.  This property was 
dedicated to CLOCA as part of a development approval.  However, no facilities or trails 
exist on this property and it is not accessible to the public.   
 
Oak Ridges Moraine and Greenbelt 
None of this subwatershed is situated within the ORM, however, over 55% is located 
within the Greenbelt.  For that portion of the subwatershed within the Greenbelt, the 
policies of this Plan will apply.   In keeping with the Greenbelt Plan, consideration 
should be given to increasing the supply of publicly accessible parkland, open space 
and trails where practical.  
 
Natural Areas 
A large natural area exists close to Audley Woods Valleylands, and a large natural area 
is also found at the south end of this subwatershed associated with Lynde Shores 
Conservation Area.  Other natural areas in this subwatershed are quite sporadic in 
their location, but are generally connected via the stream valleys.   
 
The location of Audley Woods Valleylands in this subwatershed provides good 
connectivity for wildlife movement, as it enhances the link between Heber Down 
Conservation Area and Greenwood Conservation Area (TRCA Conservation Area) in 
Ajax.   Opportunities to create a defined green space system connecting Audley Woods 
Valleylands with Heber Down Conservation Area to the east and the Greenwood 
Conservation Area (TRCA CA) to the west should be explored.   Future development 
within this subwatershed should make an effort to maintain and improve upon 
connectivity between the green space areas.     
 

‘the Lynde Shores 
Conservation Area 
is situated at the 
south end of the 
subwatershed 
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Figure 5: Green space in the Kinsale subwatershed. 
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4.2.4 Ashburn Subwatershed 
 
Parks and Recreational Areas 
This subwatershed is predominantly rural and as such, there are not many formal 
trails, if any, and only one municipal park in the hamlet of Ashburn (Figure 6).   Within 
this subwatershed are 2 golf courses and two ski hills.  These recreational land uses 
contribute to the overall green space system of the subwatershed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conservation Areas 
The south portion of Crow’s Pass Conservation Area is located in this subwatershed.  
This is a new Conservation Area and as such work has begun on the preparation of a 
conservation area management plan.  The Oak Ridges Moraine Trail passes through 
Crow’s Pass, but is north of the limits of this subwatershed.   
 
Oak Ridges Moraine and Greenbelt 
With about 80% of this subwatershed situated within the ORM or Greenbelt, much of 
this subwatershed is subject to the policies of these plans regarding recreational use 
and green space.  Also with so much of this subwatershed situated within the ORM 
and/or Greenbelt, opportunities for urbanization and the creation of municipal parks 
through the development process is extremely limited.   
 
Natural Areas 
Although this subwatershed has limited lands in public ownership and little in the way 
of municipal parks, this subwatershed does have a good deal of natural areas, 
including Chalk Lake and its surrounds.  Historically, brook trout have been stocked in 
the watershed (Chalk Lake in 1950 and within the creek itself in 1958 and 1972), as 
have rainbow trout (Chalk Lake in 1959).  Some anglers enjoy fishing for the resident 
brook trout species that live in the creek year round, some which are found within the 
headwater areas of this subwatershed.  As there are limited lands in public ownership 
in this subwatershed, anglers and other recreational enthusiast, must be careful that 
they are not trespassing. 
 
Natural areas appear along the stream corridors and the importance of stream 
corridors and hedgerows is evident in this subwatershed in providing connectivity.  
These natural areas are valuable in maintaining the green space system and provide a 
great deal of variety and diversity within the subwatershed.   
 
It is noted that opportunities to create a defined green space system connecting 
existing green space components should be explored. This includes opportunities to 
connect the park in the Hamlet of Ashburn to the larger green space system.  Also 
worthy of consideration is connecting the ORM Trail to the green space system within 
this subwatershed and the rest of the Lynde Creek watershed.   

‘the south portion 
of Crow’s Pass 
Conservation Area 
is located in the 
Ashburn 
subwatershed’ 

Ashburn Subwatershed      ©CLOCA
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Figure 6: Green space in the Ashburn subwatershed. 
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4.2.5 Myrtle Station Subwatershed  
 
Parks and Recreational Areas 
Like the Ashburn Subwatershed, this is a predominantly rural subwatershed having 
few, if any trails, and no municipal parks (Figure 7). The one golf course located at the 
north end of this watershed contributes to the overall green space system within this 
subwatershed.   
 
Conservation Areas 
There are no Conservation Area lands within this subwatershed. 
 
Oak Ridges Moraine and Greenbelt 
This subwatershed is almost completely located within the ORM or Greenbelt with only 
2% of this subwatershed situated outside of these areas.  Therefore, almost all of this 
subwatershed is subject to the ORM and Greenbelt policies regarding recreational use 
and green space.  Also with so much of this subwatershed situated within the ORM 
and/or Greenbelt, opportunities for urbanization and the creation of municipal parks 
through the development process is extremely limited.   
 
Natural Areas 
Although this subwatershed has limited lands in public ownership and no municipal 
parks, this subwatershed does have a good deal of natural areas.  Natural areas 
appear along the stream corridors and a particularly large concentration is located in 
the north west portion of this subwatershed adjacent to Ashburn Road.  The 
importance of stream corridors and hedgerows in providing connectivity is evident in 
this subwatershed.  Anglers enjoy fishing for the resident brook trout species that live 
in the creek year round, some which are found within the headwater areas of this 
subwatershed.  As there are limited lands in public ownership is this subwatershed, 
anglers and other recreational enthusiast, must be careful that they are not 
trespassing. 
 
The natural areas within this subwatershed are valuable in maintaining the green 
space system and provide a great deal of variety and diversity within the 
subwatershed.  It is noted that opportunities to create a defined green space system 
connecting existing green space components should be explored.  
 
 

Myrtle Station Subwatershed             © Lou Wise 

‘the Myrtle Station 
subwatershed is 
almost completely 
located within the 
ORM or Greenbelt 
with only 2% of 
this subwatershed 
situated outside of 
these areas’ 
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Figure 7: Green space in the Myrtle Station subwatershed. 
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5.0 CONCLUSION 
 
Having a good supply of quality green space is very important.  It not only contributes 
to the healthy maintenance and performance of the ecosystem, but provides 
opportunities whereby people can enjoy these areas, often in concert with recreational 
activities that require exercise, contributing to the overall health of residents.   What 
better way to highlight/exhibit natural heritage features than by providing formalized 
access to them and by offering recreational and educational opportunities that allow 
the public to enjoy these areas.  That being said, some of these areas are so sensitive 
that they must be protected from disturbance in order to ensure survival or 
performance of the feature and/or function.  It is important that these areas are 
identified and protected. 
 
Creating future municipal parks adjacent to natural areas, such as streams and 
forested areas will add value to the green space system.  Whenever considering new 
locations for parks, opportunities to connect fragmented components of the green 
space system should be realized.  It is noted that parks and recreational facilities 
require some intensive infrastructure and on-going maintenance which may require 
the use of pesticides, herbicides or fertilizers. With increased awareness of the overall 
impact of various maintenance activities on the environment, consideration to reduce, 
eliminate and/or appropriately manage maintenance activities is warranted.  When 
designing new facilities, consideration should be given to incorporating infrastructure 
and design elements that would reduce overall maintenance and disturbance to 
surrounding natural areas, but still contribute to the enjoyment of the facility.  In 
addition, the use of non-native and/or invasive species in park design should be 
prohibited.   
 
Trails are a key component of connectivity and provide many opportunities to connect 
these areas.  Often, informal trails are created, particularly along streams and these 
trails provide excellent access for recreational fishing and nature appreciation.  
However, at times, these trails may be subject to erosion or flooding and are not 
suitable to more aggressive trail use like cycling/biking.  These areas will need to be 
identified so that trails can be relocated or trail use be revised accordingly  
 
Providing a connected green space system, having a balance of natural areas and 
recreational opportunities is always challenging.  With the projected increase in 
population that will be experienced within the Lynde Creek watershed, an increased 
demand for recreational opportunities will result, ultimately placing more stress on 
existing green spaces.  Management of these green spaces is essential in order to not 
only reduce user conflict, but reduce impacts to the natural features and functions that 
are an integral part of these green spaces.  Wherever possible, optimization of 
opportunities to expand upon and connect fragmented sections of the green space 
system should be facilitated. 
 
 
 
 

‘whenever 
considering new 
locations for parks, 
opportunities to 
connect 
fragmented 
components of the 
green space 
system should be 
realized’ 



            Page 26 of 26 

 
 
 

6.0 REFERENCES 
 
CLOCA. 1999.  Web of Life, A Plan for Two Dynamic Coastal Wetlands: Lynde Shores 

Conservation Area Management Plan. Central Lake Ontario Conservation Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 2002. Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan. 
Queens Printer for Ontario, 2002. 

dmA Planning & Management Services. 2005. Town of Whitby Culture, Parks, 
Recreation and Open Space Master Plan. ENVision – The Hough Group, Market 
Probe Canada June 2005. 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 2005. Greenbelt Plan, 2005. Queens Printer 
for Ontario, 2005. 

Ontario Department of Energy and Resources. 1964. Central Lake Ontario 
Conservation Report, Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority, Oshawa, 
Ontario.   

Stirling, Sybil C. 1998. To a House in Whitby – The Lynde Family Storey, 1600 – 1900, 
self published, Oshawa, 1998). 

Town of Whitby Planning Department. 2007. Vision 2031, An Introductory Discussion 
Plan, Town of Whitby Official Plan. June 2007. 

 

WHAT WE DO ON THE LAND IS MIRRORED IN THE WATER 


